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Binz attributes to direct action on tlie tissue-metamorphosis. A number of 
facts point to alcohol as being an inhibitor of oxidation in the tissues. From 
these effects of alcohol, Binz thinks that qninia is more likely a humoral than 
a nervine agent.— Brit. Med. Journ., May 11,1872. 

16. Eucalyptus Globulus as an Antiperiodic .—Strong evidence has been 
adduced to prove that the eucalyptus globulus, a native of Tasmania, but now 
largely cultivated in the south of France, Spain, Algiers, etc., possesses very 
decided antiperiodic properties. Two years since Dr. Lorinser, of Vienna, pub¬ 
lished the results of his observations on the treatment of intermittent fever by 
the tincture of the leaves of this tree, and Bohn was equally successful with it. 
(See No. of this Journal for April last, p. 518.) 

More recently Dr. Joseph Keei.er, chief physician of the Austrian Railway 
Company, has treated with the tincture of eucalyptus 432 patients. (Brit. Med. 
Jour.. May 11, 1871.) Of these, 310 (71.76 per cent.) were perfectly cured, and 
122 (28.24) required to be afterwards treated with quinia. Of the 310 patients 
who were cured, no paroxysm occurred after the first dose in 202 ; in the re¬ 
maining 108, there were one or more subsequent paroxysms, which, however, 
yielded to repeated doses of the medicine. Quinia had been given without 
result in 118 of the 432 cases; 293 of the patients had had ague in previous years, 
and 139 were attacked for the first time in 1871. Of the 122 cases in which 
the eucalyptus failed, 58 recovered under the use of quinia, 38 were not cured, 
10 were sent home, and 16 remained under treatment. Of the 118 cases in 
which quinia had been given unsuccessfully, 91 recovered under the use of 
eucalyptus, and in 27 no result followed. 

The several types of intermittent fever were represented as follows: quoti¬ 
dian, complicated, 117, simple 73=190 ; tertian, complicated, 126, simple 95= 
221; quartan, complicated 1G, simple 4=20 ; quintan, complicated, 1. The 
complications were, enlargement of the spleen or liver, ansemia or chronic gas¬ 
tric catarrh, paludal cachexia, etc. The remedy was successful in 161 of the 
260 complicated cases, or 61.9 per cent. ; and in 149 (or 86.6 per cent.) of the 
172 simple cases.. The percentages of success in the various types were: in ter¬ 
tian, 75.57 ; in quartan, 70 ; in quotidian, 67.89. Among the cases in which 
the first dose of eucalyptus arrested the disease, were 95 complicated aud 107 
simple; 28 of the former and 20 of the latter had previously been treated un¬ 
successfully with quinia. In the cases where the paroxysms recurred, there 
were 70 complicated and 58 simple ; quinia had been given without success 
in 27 of the former and in 15 of the latter. 

Of the 432 patients, 353 were men, 46 women, and 33 children. There were 
155 patients who were immigrants into the localities ; and in these the disease 
was more frequently attended with complications, and the treatment was less 
successful, than among the indigenous inhabitants. 

The treatment was generally commenced on the fifth day after the first par¬ 
oxysm of ague; its duration averaged 9J days, that with quinia in previous 
years having been 12£ days. 

The tincture was made by dividing into small pieces the leaves of eucalyptus 
obtained through France from the native country of the plant, and macerating 
in alcohol for three months. Ten pounds of the leaves yielded twenty-five 
quarts of the tincture. The average dose was two drachms ; and the average 
quantity used for each patient was seven drachms—this, however, varied much, 
according to the nature of the case and its complications. 

Dr. Keller concludes that eucalyptus must be regarded as a very important 
remedy for ague; but that the plant as cultivated in Austria is less efficacious, 
than that imported from its native soil; that the remedy is of service especially in 
obstinate cases of ague where quinia has been given unsuccessfully; and that 
the average duration of treatment by eucalyptus is shorter than that by quinia. 
He believes that the tincture is the most eligible preparation of the plant, as the 
essential oil is retained. The cost of a quart of the tincture he calculates to be 
less than two florins. It has a pleasant aromatic flavour. For women and 
children, some simple or orange syrup may be added. In the milder cases, two 
or three teaspoonfuls, taken before the expected paroxysm, are generally suffi- 
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cient. Where cachexia is present, small doses should be taken night and morn¬ 
ing for some time. 

17. Picrate of Quinia. —Dr. Masse communicated to the Academy of Medi¬ 
cine of Paris the results of his trials with this preparation in intermittent and 
remittent fevers. He stated that this preparation, though it exercised a cura¬ 
tive power in intermittent fevers, was less effectual than the sulphate of quinia. 
Its bitterness renders its administration difficult; and it has no curative power 
in bilious remittent fever. Hence it is not a true substitute for the sulphate of 
quinia.— La Revue Scientifique , May 4th, 1872. 

18. Ethyl-chloride of Mercury. —Dr. Pruemers, of Berlin, states {Virchow’s 
Archiv , December, 1871) that, after some experiments on animals, he used this 
preparation in some syphilitic cases with eruptions. He injected subcutane¬ 
ously a solution containing to I of a grain of the substance, and generally 
10-20 injections were sufficient. The injection produced no considerable pain, 
and no appreciable infiltration or induration of the part, presenting in these 
respects a marked contrast to the injection of corrosive sublimate. There was 
also no disturbance of the digestive organs or salivation. He has also admin¬ 
istered the agent in the form of pill, the dose being half a grain to a grain, 
night and morning. In this case also there were no unpleasant results.— Glas¬ 
gow Med. Joum., May, 1872. 

19. Pulvis Glycyrrhizce Compositus , a laxative preparation of the Prus¬ 
sian Pharmacopoeia.—Dr. David Page extols this preparation for the treat¬ 
ment of simple constipation resulting from atony of the bowels. “ Whether in 
simple uncomplicated torpor of the intestines,” he says, “or in constipation 
accompanying temporai'y gastric disorder, the powder, alone or auxiliary to 
appropriate remedies, is preferable to other preparations of its class. In the 
former, our object is rather to call into play the peristaltic action of the 
intestine than to deplete by serous transudation from its walls, and, in the 
latter especially, no prudent practitioner would run the risk of aggravating the 
disordered stomach by the exhibition of purgatives possessed of irritant or 
drastic properties. The compound liquorice powder is composed of the fol¬ 
lowing constituents, so prepared as to form when incorporated an almost^im- 
palpable powder: Senna leaves, gvj; liquorice root, §vj ; fennel seeds, §iij; 
sulphur, giij ; refined sugar, gxviij. 1 

“The active ingredients are sulphur and senna. The action of the former, 
when administered alone, is frequently accompanied by tormina, and the con¬ 
tinued use is apt to cause derangement of the mucous membrane .of the upper 
intestine. The physiological action of sulphur appears to be upon the muscu¬ 
lar coat, and less upon the mucous surface, while senna is a more active pur¬ 
gative, more apt to excite tormina, and acts more upon the mucous than the 
muscular coat. By the aromatic and stimulant properties of the fennel, and 
the demulcent action of the liquorice, itself a mild laxative, the effects of the 
more active constituents are judiciously modified. 

“ The usual dose is a small teaspoonful at bed-time in water, with which it is 
easily mixable, forming an agreeable draught. Children, to whom Gregory’s 
powder is a terror, readily take it with the belief that it is a sweetmeat. 

“That the action of the powder is not to produce catharsis with serous transu¬ 
dation is proved by the motions, which are usually well-formed and soft.”— The 
Practitioner, May, 1872. 

20. Sulphovinate of Soda as a Purgative. —-Dr. Kabuteau has taken this 
salt himself and administered it to others, and finds : 1. That the sulphovi¬ 
nate of soda purges in relatively feeble doses; 25 grammes, or five drachms, 
are always sufficient; 10 grammes act on children and sometimes on adults. 
2. The number of evacuations varies according to the quantity ingested ; with 


1 This formula is given in the Pharmacopoeia Borussica. 



